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Introduction

WASH facilities (water, sanitation, hygiene) designed and constructed specifically for children with disabilities are almost unheard of in Tanzanian schools. Doorways are often not wide enough to accommodate a wheelchair and, for those with visual and physical impairments, independently accessing toilet blocks can be an impossible mission.
The 2006 Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities states that children with disabilities should have access to ‘an inclusive, quality and free’ primary and secondary education and that access to education throughout life must be free from discrimination. Tanzania’s National Strategy for Growth and Reduction of Poverty (known by its Kiswahili acronym MKUKUTA) seeks to mainstream disability issues into its five-year general poverty reduction plan and aims to see 20 per cent of total primary school enrolment comprising children with disabilities. Yet, in reality, life for children with disabilities is rather different. 

It is estimated that only between one and two per cent of children with disabilities in developing countries attend school, even though many of them are perfectly capable of doing so. In addition to socio-economic barriers, the infrastructure of the school environment in Tanzania often makes schools inaccessible and a widespread lack of appropriate water, sanitation and hygiene facilities compound the problem. 

Edward Masangwa, Comprehensive Community Based Rehabilitation in Tanzania’s (CCBRT) school coordinator, explains some of the challenges to truly inclusive education: “Most classrooms have no ramps for wheelchairs and toilet facilities just don’t cater for the needs of children with disabilities who have to rely on help from their friends, which is not very dignified.” 

Sarah House, WASH Manager in the Young Child Survival and Development Section of UNICEF Tanzania, explains that “Poor design and accessibility of latrines and waterpoints and poor sanitary condition of latrines in schools pose significant challenges for children with disabilities.  It can lead to them missing out on school or can contribute to dropping out of school altogether. It is not acceptable for children with disabilities to be excluded from education because of poor thought and resources to this issue. It is crucial that all stakeholders pay high attention to this issue to ensure that the situation is improved so that all disabled children will be able to fulfil their rights to water and sanitation and ultimately to education.”

The integration of children with disabilities into the school environment is a critical factor in the rehabilitation process and for ending discrimination in Tanzanian society. It is also an important step towards economic development.  So the school infrastructure must cater for all pupils. If a children with disabilities overcome the already large barriers to education by attending a regular school, then the school environment must welcome them. Without an education, the state of poverty in which many people with disabilities live will continue.
	Abbas’s story

School life for 14-year-old Abbas in Tanzania, who is keen to learn and very welcome at his local school, still involves daily barriers. Abbas was born with congenital malformation, with twisted arms and legs, he is just three and a half feet tall. His friends help to push his wheelchair over the sandy and rocky school grounds, but he still struggles with the large step outside his classroom. 
Indeed educational experience is about much more than simply learning in the classroom. Without the comfort and privacy of suitable facilities to meet basic human needs, no child will feel truly welcome. Abbas’ school has no accessible toilet facilities. As with many local schools, the toilet is a hole in the ground which is impossible for him to use without assistance. His friends currently help him, although the school plans to build accessible toilet blocks. 
Schools are not necessarily to blame: small budgets mean that other issue may take priority. But, if children with disabilities are to be truly included in mainstream education, this situation needs to be addressed. 


Researching the situation

Globally, poor sanitation and hygiene causes 40% of all deaths in children under 5. It leads to 32,700 diarrhoea-related deaths annually in Tanzania (WHO, 2004). Almost 2,000 people in Tanzania have died from cholera in the last 10 years (Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, 2009) and millions of working days are lost each year due to water and sanitation-related illness.

The School WASH partnership (comprising SNV, WaterAid and UNICEF and CCBRT), noted widespread inadequacy of WASH facilities in many areas of Tanzania, where there is no formal coordination for school WASH. They mapped 8 districts and found an overall shortage of 25,000 latrines in schools, and an average of 68 pupils per latrine. The Ministry of Education and Vocational Training’s draft ‘minimum’ standard is 20 girls and 25 boys per latrine. There was also a severe lack of soap and only 10% had sufficient water for hand washing.  

“Sometimes, they [pupils with disabilities] use the teachers’ toilets, but this does not make them feel like part of the crowd” (Edward Masangwa, CCBRT school coordinator)
What is CCBRT doing to address the problem?

CCBRT is a Tanzanian NGO that works on rehabilitation of children with disabilities. Its work has education as a key element. By the end of 2009, CCBRT had supported 782 children with disabilities in 171 schools in Dar es Salaam and Moshi.  

CCBRT has recently joined the School Wash partnership through which it is making progress towards addressing water, sanitation and hygiene issues. CCBRT plans to turn a school in Dar es Salaam which already educates children with physical impairments, into a ‘model’ accessible school. In addition to access ramps and improved paths, CCBRT will provide the school with two wheelchair-accessible toilets.   
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CCBRT and a design team have created three prototype toilets for children with disabilities. They range in cost from US$10 to US$20 so that schools can choose a model according to their budgets. These are currently being tested. In addition to the technical aspect of design, other issues being addressed are hygiene education and information and governance. In this, CCBRT is collaborating with the other organisations involved as well as several Tanzanian ministries.  
Email Pennie at: pennie.cabot@ccbrt.or.tz




In 2008, CCBRT lobbied the Ministry of Education and Vocational Training regarding the accessibility of school buildings to CWD.


CCBRT was then asked to give recommendations on modifications to construction guidelines in order to make all new school buildings accessible to CWD in line with international standards.


Recommendations were finalised with the assistance of an external consultant (architect).


Organisations active in School WASH (Water, Sanitation and Hygiene) invited CCBRT to give a presentation on the challenges and needs of CWD.


CCBRT is making progress towards completing recommendations for WASH facilities and plans to present these in 2010.
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