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Inclusive Assessment
Betty McDonald (2006)
As educators we wish to include all students in the learning process.  By the same token we wish to have an inclusive assessment process that ensures that all students believe that they are well represented and treated fairly. I am proposing an all inclusive assessment involving the learner or student (self assessment), his colleague (peer assessment) and his examiner (internal: teacher and external: moderator).  I believe that a triangulation of this nature ensures that all major stakeholders are adequately represented in the assessment process.

                                                                    



Figure 1   Three mode style of assessment
To create a sense of comradary and congeniality, at the beginning of each semester, I have my students complete the following student inventory I designed (Table 1).  I ensure each student gets a copy on coloured paper. The coloured paper stands out among the several other white papers they will receive during the semester. I suggest to my students that for easy access they should store their copy of the student inventory stapled to their course outline and their day-by-day course breakdown on the inner cover of their textbook. I encourage my students to use the information wisely to contact their peers especially if they happen to be late or miss a class for circumstances beyond their control. I myself have had to use this invaluable information for students who have had personal challenges. In two instances I have had to use the information to remind students about their examination times! Several students have found the student inventory invaluable in arranging study group sessions, verifying and validating assignments. 
Table 1    Student Inventory
Please complete accurately using capital or block or upper case letters.    
 information will be made available to your colleagues so you may easily be in contact with them.  This process has saved several students from disaster! 
Use the information wisely (missing lectures, verification of exam dates and times)
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	HOME ADDRESS FOR SEMESTER
	WORK ADDRESS FOR SEMESTER
	HOME TEL.
	WORK TEL.
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In several college courses that I lecture, assignments contribute for 25% of the final mark. Normally, these assignments are done throughout the duration of the 14 week semester prior to a summative assessment at the end of the semester.  I allow the formative assessments to serve as assessment for learning. Here my students have the opportunity to speak to themselves (self assessment) and to each other (peer assessment) and to me (examiner assessment) about the errors and misconceptions they may have had. The following cover sheet that I designed shows how my students use this instrument for self improvement without feeling intimidated or put down.                                                                                                                             

The student’s biographical data (name, student ID number, data, course name, group number and topic at hand) are inserted in the spaces provided. The first column marked Qu # is used to indicate the number of the question given. I have been using a format where the first number indicates the page from which the question was taken, the second number indicates the exercise from which the question was taken and the last number indicates the actual question number. For example Qu # 113-4-25 indicates that the question was taken from page 113, exercise 4 and question 25.  The second column headed with Qu. total indicates the score assigned to that question. The third column headed with MY mark indicates the place where the student assesses himself and indicates the mark that he thinks he would get for that particular question, based on his own perceptions.  The forth column headed with EX’s mark indicates the place where I insert the mark I assess for the student for that specific question. Finally, the fifth column headed with ‘Comments for Improvement’ allows the student to journal his thoughts and concerns as he see fit after class discussion.

I do not allow negativity amongst my students. It is common for some students to put down themselves and others. By insisting that students insert only positive comments that are useful in personal improvement, they are forced to operate in a new paradigm that builds them up, positively changes their self concepts and enhances their self esteem. My students are able to compare their predicted score per question with the score obtained after consensus is arrived at through lengthy class discussions. With time, the difference between both columns (MY score and EX’s score) decreases indicating that students are increasingly appreciating the criteria for evaluation. In time, it is amazing to see how students accurately predict their scores independent of peer and lecturer’s influence. 
Inclusive assessment involving representatives of all stakeholders (self, peer and examiner) ensures that students are aware of what is being assessed, how it is being assessed and the actual assessment process. Inclusive assessment ensures that students are fairly treated Anxiety, stress and unnecessary fatigue are minimized giving way to relaxation, freedom to excel and be innovative, creative and display their individual differences without fear of discrimination.   

Table  2    Student Self Assessment Cover Sheet
NAME--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STUDENT’S ID---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

DATE---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

COURSE ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GROUP-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TOPIC--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SELF ASSESSMENT

As discussed it is useful to assess your own performance for a number of reasons.  Here is your opportunity to assess yourself. Insert YOUR score for each question in the space provided.  Please complete all sections except the third (MY score) and fifth (COMMENTS FOR IMPROVEMENT) columns.  You will do the latter after class discussion.
Thank you!
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	Qu total
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