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%‘k Foreword

The education of children with diverse backgrounds and abilities remains a major challenge in
the Asia-Pacific region. In April 2000, the World Education Forum held in Dakar, Senegal, set as
its second goal: "ensuring that by 2015 all children, particularly girls, children in difficult
circumstances and those belonging to ethnic minorities, have access to and complete free and
compulsory primary education of good quality." Realizing this goal means increasing school
attendance and completion rates; eliminating bias within schools, national education systems,
and curricula; and eliminating the social and cultural discrimination that limits the demand for
schooling for children with diverse backgrounds and abilities.

Inequality in education remains a matter of concern for all countries, yet discrimination
continues to permeate schools and educational systems. To bridge this gap, it is critical to
sensitize teachers and education administrators about the importance of inclusive education. It 1s
equally critical to give them practical tools to analyze their situation and ensure that all children
are in school and learning to their fullest capacity, as well as ensuring equity in the classroom, in
learning materials, in teaching and learning processes, in school policies, and in monitoring
learning outcomes.

This Toolkit accepts this challenge and offers a holistic, practical perspective on how schools and
classrooms can become more inclusive and learning-friendly It builds on experience gained over
many years and on the strategies and tools developed by many organizations and individuals
working on inclusive education and, more recently, in the area of establishing Child-Friendly
Schools. This Toolkit is meant to be user-friendly and a means of inspiration f or teachers who
ind themselves working in ever more diverse classrooms. I hope you will find the Booklets in
this Toolkit useful in gaining support for inclusive, learning-friendly environments and in
creating and managing them through the full participation of educators, students, parents, and
community members.

Sheldon Shaeffer
Director, UNESCO Asia and Pacific Regional Bureau for Education
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Child-to—Child: A Resource Book. Part 2: the Child-to-Child Activity Sheets, By Baily D, Hawes
and Bonati B(1994) and published by The Child-to-Child Trust, London.

FRESH: A Comprehensive School Health Approach to Achieve EFA. UNESCO (2002) Paris.

Local Action: Creating Health Promoting Schools. World Health Organization (2000) Geneva.
Also valuable resources were the documents in the WHO Information Series on School Health
dealing with violence prevention, healthy nutrition, and preventing discrimination due to

HIV/AIDS.

Renovating the Teaching of Health in multigrade Primary Schools: A Teacher’s Guide to Health
in Natural and Social Sciences (Grades 1,2,3) and Science (Grade 5), by Son V,Pridmore P, Nga

B, My D and Kick P (2002) and published by the British Council and the National Institute of
Educational Sciences, Hanoi, Vietnam.

Understanding and Responding to Children’s Needs in Inclusive Classrooms. UNESCO (2001)
Paris.

UNICEF’s Websites on Life Skills as well as “Teachers Talking About Learning.” New York.
Accessible through http:// www.unicef.org
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